Colossians 3:18-4:1, part 3 “Slaves to Christ” 

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 22 Slaves, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 4v1Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

Overview of the passage

These are the guidelines for Christian living in the household and the workplace. Paul describes how we are to put on the new identity in Christ within our circles of influence. A wife’s submission, a husband’s sacrificial heart and tenderness, and a child’s obedience are distinguishing marks of the believer as a “new creation” in Christ. And now we get into the final guideline for Christian living within the realm of the household, slaves & masters. These are the practices that set the Christian household apart from their culture and will do the same for ours.

I. Equal Identity (v22-25)
22Slaves, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.

a. Christians do not share everything ____________.
b. Christian __________ comes from our status with _____________.
c. God does not show favoritism to the _________.
d. Work with ___________, a good ___________, and for Christ.
e. The gospel planted the ________ for the _______________ of slavery.



II. He is your Master (4v1)
4v1Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
a. That’s your ______________.
b. Bosses serve a greater ______________.
c. Treat your employees with the ____________ you want to be ______________ with. 
d. God does not show favor to the ____________.
e. Christ led by ________________. 

Painting a picture of 1St Century Slavery
a. Slavery was part of the social/economic construct.
b. 1/3 of the city in Colossae were slaves.
c. Slaves came from all races and all ethnicities.
d. First Century Christians were a tiny religious group living under an all-powerful authoritarian Roman Empire.
e. Christians lacked power for any social action or influence of changing government policy.  

Discussion Questions for the Family
1. Discuss three aspects about slavery in 1st century AD. 
2. How were slaves and masters equal if one has to serve the other?
3. How did Christ lead? Describe His humility? 

Scripture Memorization for January 
Philippians 2:5-8
 “In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, He made Himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient unto death—even death on a cross!”

Songs to Worship throughout the week 
“He Who is Mighty”, by Sovereign Grace
“Prepare Him Room”, by Sovereign Grace
“O come, O come Emmanuel”, by Sovereign Grace
“I have seen the Light”, by Sovereign Grace
“God Rest ye Merry Gentlemen”, by Pentatonix (this one is fun for the family)
*You can find these songs on Spotify or Youtube*
